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On April 13, Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) spokesperson Salvador Samoaya
told reporters in Mexico City that rebel commander Antonio Cardenal, 12 other rebels and one
civilian were killed April 11 in an ambush by Atlacatl Battalion troops in a rebel-controlled area. The
incident took place on a road linking Arcatao and San Jose Las Flores in Chalatenango department.
Five rebels survived the attack. Samoaya asserted that President Alfredo Cristiani had been
informed of the ambush before the elite troops made their move. He said, "They knew he [Cardenal]
was in the area, and that he was a member of the negotiating commission. They knew it was an
action that would have grave political repercussions," such as disrupting the peace talks in Mexico.
According to the FMLN spokesperson, the attack "demonstrates that the army has no will to
negotiate...For our part, we have the political responsibility along with the whole nation to continue
the negotiations, but you can be sure there will be a military response." [Cardenal, whose nom de
guerre was Jesus Rojas, was Nicaraguan and a nephew of President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro.
He joined the FMLN in the early 1970s, after studying at the Jesuit seminary in San Salvador.
Cardenal, a member of the Popular Liberation Forces (FPL), was in charge of military operations in
northern El Salvador. Last year, he participated in several rounds of peace talks with government
representatives.] In a Radio Venceremos broadcast, the FMLN said the ambush had been planned
with the intent of killing Cardenal. According to the report, the troops used 13 Claymore mines,
grenades and rifles in the ambush. Cardenal and several of the others who survived the initial
attack, were reportedly killed execution-style. The FMLN asserted that three days prior to the
attack, US military advisers armed with M-16 machineguns visited the area alongside Atlacatl
Battalion troops. Salvadoran deputy defense minister Orlando Zepeda told reporters in Managua
that Cardenal's death struck "a heavy blow to the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front."
He said that Cardenal was the FMLN's main logistical coordinator. According to Zepeda, "His
death is the product of the very dialectic of war that they [the FMLN] initiated." Nicaraguan deputy
foreign minister Ernesto Leal said that arrangements were being made to repatriate Cardenas' body
to Nicaragua for burial. April 14: In San Salvador, Auxiliary Archbishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez
said that the Church is conducting an investigation of Cardenal's death. April 15: In Managua,
daily newspaper La Prensa quoted Salvadoran deputy defense minister Zepeda as saying that
Cardenal and other rebel combatants were not executed. According to Zepeda, 400 FMLN members
are Nicaraguan. In a communique, the FMLN general command said the rebels would respond
militarily to Cardenal's premeditated murder. April 16: Following a mass said for Cardenal in
Arcatao, the body was turned over to members of the International Red Cross to be transported
to Nicaragua for burial on April 17. Cardenal's uncle and Nicaraguan Ambassador to El Salvador,
Luis Cardenal, described him as "a hero and a martyr." A soldier shot three times at a group of 30
reporters attempting to pass through a military checkpoint in Colima, Chalatenango. The journalists
had intended to visit Arcatao to cover the exhumation of Cardenal's body. No casualties were
reported. [Basic data from AFP, 04/13-16/91; AP, 04/13/91; Radio Havana, Prensa Latina (Cuba)
04/13/91; ACAN- EFE, 04/15/91]
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